[Role of corticosteroids in the ontogenetic development of behavior in silver foxes].
In domesticated at the age from 30-th to 60-th days foxes an intensification of orienting-investigating behaviour takes place in unknown situation. Cortisol level is not changed. In foxes, selected for aggressive behaviour towards man, at 30 days age the orienting-investigating behaviour is also observed, and hormone concentration does not differ from that in domesticated fox-cubs. In aggressive cubs of 45 days a defensive behaviour develops and cortisol content in blood significantly increases. Participation is discussed of adrenal cortex hormones in manifestation of defensive reactions and mechanisms of restriction of sensitive period of socialization.